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Six Essentials for Planning Lessons that Address 
the New Jersey Student Learning Standards

The Essentials:

1.  We need to have access to the Standards 
2.  We need to know how to unpack the Standards
3.  We need to use the Curricular Frameworks as a guide
4.  We need to map the curriculum
5.  We need to know how to plan high quality units
6.  We need to plan lessons that use higher order thinking  

skills

.
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The Essentials:

#1:  We need to have access to the Standards

Which ones?

ü New Jersey Student Learning Standards

ü Common Core Standards

ü New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards

ü Others (e.g., Industry standards for vocational education)

.
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The Essentials:

#1:  We need to have access to the Standards

Which ones?

ü New Jersey Student Learning Standards
Å http :// www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/

ü Common Core Standards     
Å http ://www.corestandards.org /

ü New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards
Å http://www.state.nj.us/education/aps/cccs/math /

ü Others (e.g., Industry standards for vocational education)

.

http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/
http://www.corestandards.org/
http://www.state.nj.us/education/aps/cccs/math/
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The Essentials:

#2:  We need to know how to unpack the Standards

RI.9-10.1
Accurately cite strong and thorough textual evidence (e.g., via 
discussion, written response, etc.) and make relevant connections, 
to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 
inferentially, including determining where the text leaves matters 
uncertain.

ü Look at the verbs:
ü Look at the nouns :
ü Look at the skills needed :

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/9-10/1/


Helping People Help Kids

Six Essentials for Planning Lessons that Address 
the New Jersey Student Learning Standards

The Essentials:

#2:  We need to know how to unpack the Standards

RI.9-10.1
Accurately cite strong and thorough textual evidence (e.g., via 
discussion, written response, etc.) and make relevant connections, 
to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 
inferentially, including determining where the text leaves matters 
uncertain.

ü Look at the verbs: CITE, SUPPORT, ANALYZE
ü Look at the nouns:  TEXTUAL EVIDENCE, ANALYSIS, INFERENCES
ü Look at the skills needed:  READING COMPREHENSION, DRAW 

INFERENCES, CITE SPECIFIC EXAMPLES, CITE DETAILS TO 
SUPPORT INFERENCES, ANALYZE THE TEXT

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/9-10/1/
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The Essentials:

#3:  We need to use the Curricular Frameworks as a 
guide

KEY IDEAS

ü Choose your standards and objectives and create your 
assessments before writing your lesson plans

ü The Curricular Frameworks have Overviews with units and 
suggested open resources available

ü If the unit’s resources are already developed to your liking, 
why reinvent the wheel?
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The Essentials:

#3:  We need to use the Curricular Frameworks as a 
guide

http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs /

ü Are our units already made for us?
Å If so, can they be modified to contain any portion(s) of the 

frameworks?
Å If not, are the frameworks useful for creating our units? 

http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/
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#4:  We need to map the curriculum

KEY IDEAS:

ü A good teaching plan (curriculum map) will improve test scores 
ü What follows is a quick and easy way to map your curriculum; it is 

not necessarily the best or most comprehensive way
ü For curriculum mapping expertise, refer to Heidi Hayes Jacobs

.
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#4:  We need to map the curriculum

ü Place your 5 favorite lessons first 
ü Know the standards that you 

need to teach at your grade level
ü Fill in lessons for 80% of the days 

between September and April (expect the unexpected)
ü Put them in a sensible sequence
üPut those that don’t make the top list in May or June
üPut the rest on an “if-there’s-time” list

.

 September (15) 
 
 

October (21) 
 
 

November (14) 
 
 

December (16) 
 
 

January (19) 
 
 

February (19) 
 
 

March (23) 
 
 

April (19) 
 
 

May (20) 
 
 

June (14) 
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The Essentials:

#4:  We need to map the curriculum

ü Place your 5 favorite lessons first 
ü Know the standards that you 

need to teach at your grade level
ü Fill in lessons for 80% of the days 

between September and April (expect the unexpected)
ü Put them in a sensible sequence
üPut those that don’t make the top list in May or June
üPut the rest on an “if-there’s-time” list

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER:

ü Should the unit be intact or spread throughout the year?
ü If this unit were to end before the allotted time, should we add 

lessons to the unit or move on to the next one?

.

 September (15) 
 
 

October (21) 
 
 

November (14) 
 
 

December (16) 
 
 

January (19) 
 
 

February (19) 
 
 

March (23) 
 
 

April (19) 
 
 

May (20) 
 
 

June (14) 
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#5:  We need to know how to plan high quality units

SOURCE:

Understanding by Design - Grant Wiggins

.
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#5:  We need to know how to plan high quality units

Unit Planning (Backwards Design)
Template:
Goals

Assessments

Lessons

.
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#5:  We need to know how to plan high quality units

KEY IDEAS:

ü Understandings are like objectives, and they can be the answers to 
the Essential Questions

ü Assessments are not necessarily quizzes and tests

ü Pre-assessments help determine the scope and sequence of the unit’s 
lesson plans

ü Focus more on the formative than the summative assessments

.
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TAKE THIS QUIZ:

“The griney grollers grangled in the granchy Gak.”

1. What kind of grollers were they?
2. What did the grollers do?
3. Where did they do it?
4. In what kind of Gak did they grangle ?

.
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#6:  We need to plan lessons that use higher order 
thinking skills

TAKE THIS QUIZ:

“The griney grollers grangled in the granchy Gak.”

1. What kind of grollers were they?
2. What did the grollers do?
3. Where did they do it?
4. In what kind of gak did they grangle ?

How did you score?  

WHAT DID YOU LEARN!!??

.
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Taxonomies by Benjamin Bloom and Norman Webb

.
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#6:  We need to plan lessons that use higher order 
thinking skills

“The griney grollers grangled in the Granchy Gak.”

THE PURPOSE OF BACKWARD DESIGN

ü To avoid aimless and isolated activity -focused teaching

ü To avoid aimless coverage-focused teaching

THE TWIN SINS OF TEACHING -
Grant Wiggins

.
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The Nine Most Effective Teaching Strategies

Based upon a meta-analysis consisting of:
ü Hundreds scientific studies
ü Thousands of schools
ü 3.4 million students

Source:  Classroom Instruction That Works

.
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The Nine Most Effective 
Teaching Strategies

.
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Questions That Assess Higher-Order Thinking

Source:  

.



Helping People Help Kids

Six Essentials for Planning Lessons that Address 
the New Jersey Student Learning Standards

The Essentials:

#6:  We need to plan lessons that use higher order 
thinking skills

Questions That Assess Higher-Order Thinking

.

To assess…Ask…

Issues or problems What is the main issue?
What is the problem?

Arguments What evidence does the author give?
What is the most credible piece of evidence?
What assumptions are being made?

Comparisons Which elements are alike/not alike?

Intended purposes What was the author trying to accomplish?
What elements accomplished their purposes?
How well did the author accomplish his/her purposes?

Conclusions What is the logical conclusion?
What else might be true?
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#6:  We need to plan lessons that use higher order 
thinking skills

Questions That Assess Higher-Order Thinking

http://www.cultofpedagogy.com/speaking -listening -techniques/

.
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Project-Based and Problem-Based Learning

Paper or Plastic?

So the BIG question is…do you want to use Problem-Based Learning…

Or do you want to use Project-Based Learning?

.
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#6:  We need to plan lessons that use higher order 
thinking skills

Differentiated Instruction

KEY IDEAS:

ü We don’t need 25 lessons for 25 different ability levels

ü Give students choices, but not too many choices (i.e., 3 –5 would be ideal)

ü When given choices, students are apt to work harder
- Source:  The 12 Touchstones of Good Teaching

.
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Differentiated Instruction:  Universal Design for Learning (UDL)

.
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#6:  We need to plan lessons that use higher order 
thinking skills

Differentiated Instruction:  Universal Design for Learning (UDL)

Neurological Basis

Three Brain Networks

Affective Networks (Why) ɀhow we engage with learning

Recognition Networks (What) ɀhow we acquire information, how  it is represented

Strategic Networks (How) ɀhow we organize our thinking, the action and expression 
learning

.
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Neurological Basis

Three Brain Networks

.
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thinking skills

Differentiated 
Instruction:  
Universal 
Design for 
Learning (UDL)

.
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